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We don't care much about things until they hit home. I viewed deaths due to the current 

pandemic with only mild concern, until I found out about the death of one of my 

lecturers from my student days, John Horton Conway. 

On a larger scale, when I was setting my part of the Love The Earth Quiz, it struck me 

that it is impossible to know as much, or care as much, as we 'should' about other 

countries because our brains aren't big enough to hold all the information, and our 

hearts aren't big enough to hold all the emotion. Yet countries need to care about each 

other to solve the world-wide problems we face today: pandemics, climate change, 

pollution, recycling, energy, ecology, overpopulation, global poverty, international aid, 

human rights, exploitation, the possible future risks of biotechnology, nanotechnology, 

artificial intelligence, or whatever concerns you. 

Tshering Tobgay, ex prime minister of Bhutan, has given Ted talks on Gross National 

Happiness and Climate Change. In the second, he says he didn't care much about 

other countries until he realised his own country faced related problems.  

So how do we get our country to care more about other countries? The answer is 

through public opinion which, fortunately, our governments do eventually respond to. 

Our part is to contribute, in any small ways we can, to public opinion. So we shouldn't 

underestimate the importance of a wide-ranging chat. 

 

Ian Holyer 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/apr/23/john-horton-conway-obituary
https://csijh.gitlab.io/greenery/quiz.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/tshering_tobgay_this_country_isn_t_just_carbon_neutral_it_s_carbon_negative?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/tshering_tobgay_this_country_isn_t_just_carbon_neutral_it_s_carbon_negative?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/tshering_tobgay_an_urgent_call_to_protect_the_world_s_third_pole?language=en

