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Good Morning, and welcome to Tyndale on this first Sunday of June. This service will include the act of Holy 
Communion.   

Our worship is being conducted by our minister Michael Docker. I would like to thank him in person for leading 
us, and look forward to hearing God’s message through his teaching and preaching.  

Our Zoom coffee shop will take place as usual on Tuesday morning at 11.00am with the sign in details being 
able to be obtained through the Tyndale web site. 

On Wednesday evening at 7.30, again on Zoom, there will be a discussion evening entitled ‘Christians in Hong 
Kong’ where we will hear from Dr Wu, known to us as David, who recently moved here from Hong Kong with his 

wife. 

Rachel our Community Minister is making steady progress following her surgery and our thoughts remain with 
her. 

Thank you.  

Welcome 
Welcome to the worship of Tyndale Baptist Church, whether you’re here in the church, on-line, or following the 
script…as the prospect of further easing of restrictions comes into view and we seek to respond each week to 

what’s permitted and what’s possible so we gather   
 

In the power of the Holy Spirit; in the name of Jesus, in the presence of God 
 

'Purify my heart' Brian Doerksen, arr.Richard Hubbard. Performed virtually by Cantus Firmus Choir, Suffolk 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 138) 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

I bow down and give thanks to your name  

for you have exalted your name and word above all  
On the day I called, you answered me, 
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, 
They shall sing of your ways for great is your glory  
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
You reach out and your right hand delivers me. 
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  
Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

BPW 283 'Come Down, O Love Divine' St Edmundsbury Cathedral Choir and Cantus Firmus Choir 

Opening Prayer 
Lord God we come at your call & gather in the name of your Son & worship you with all the strength we can 
muster. We lift our hearts toward you (& please God it won’t be long before we can lift our voices as well) but 
not because it depends on anything we can do; we believe that it is all of you – your grace surrounds us; your 

presence fills us; your love reaches us; our worship flows like an overflow of every good & loving thought & 
feeling – & flows back to its source in the overwhelming, overflowing love that reaches us in Christ; whoever we 
are, however we are, whatever we’ve done or failed to do; whenever & every time we turn toward you; whose 

love we affirm, whose peace we believe; whose grace we trust; 

For we have seen Christ and he has shown us you and your way and we rejoice in His Spirit in our hearts; lifting 
us into your presence; filling us once again with your life - Lord, in Christ and with Christ and because of Christ 

we worship you. 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

CG 84 'Mayenziwe' (Your will be done on earth)     Tyndale virtual singing group 

Reading : 1 Samuel 8.4-22 

'Healing Streams' (Will you hide me in your shelter?)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88623653136?pwd=TFdYY0loelBKYi9TWFBFcnBIVHlaQT09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD6MpGOA3m0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsJjv2Fk5mo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8.4-22&version=NRSVA
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Reading: 2 Corinthians 4.1 - 5.1 

Sermon 

So we begin, in the Church Year, to move away from the story-telling, from Advent to Trinity Sunday, into that 
period that lasts till Advent comes round again: ‘Ordinary Time’ –  

It occurs for short periods between the great festivals as well, but now, it comes into its own. 

Ordinary time. Oh, the C of E finds plenty of special days and Saints’ Days in this time,  

But mainly, for these weeks, we move away from the story-telling into what you might call the ‘story-living’. I’m 
grateful to David Roberts for the reminder that this used to be called a move from the ‘credenda’ – the things we 

believe – to the ‘agenda’ – the things we do. 

For me, this begins a strange time. As I write in this month’s Link, this time begins the ‘final times’ (of which 
there’ll be quite a few) that will lead up to my retirement: the final time I write a summer Link, & later, the final 

time I’ll lead worship through the story-telling again 

I know this could all get very boring and I don’t intend to harp on about it, but as I came to the readings for this 
week in ‘ordinary time’ I couldn’t help thinking that this might be the ‘final time’ I get to preach, at least here, 

about – well, we’ll see in a minute what about…!! 

Ordinary time..weeks to think about all the things we are to do as Christians. Ordinary time, in an extraordinary 

year – nothing ‘ordinary’ about any of it, really. 

Illness everywhere; closed businesses, few contrails in the sky, huge numbers of home delivery vans; long 
queues outside Waitrose – and vaccination centres; masks on just about everyone, restricted numbers in shops 

and bars – ‘staycations’ –  

Extraordinary time….!! What are we going to do, we who are Christian, in such a time? 

I’m inclined to say, ‘we already know what we have to do’. Probably I’ve told it before – a lady came up to me 
many years ago in another place after a particularly obscure sermon (aren’t they all?!!) and said, ‘Michael, we 

just need you to tell us what to do..’ 

I only think later about what I should have said.I should have said ‘you already know what you have to do’ 

We do know, don’t we? We have to love our enemies and our neighbour; to serve the world; to go the extra 
mile; to welcome strangers, to take up our cross. 

We already know. Oh, we have to work out what it means to do those kinds of things in a constantly changing 
situation (otherwise we preachers would have nothing to say – it’s not going to fill many weeks of preaching is it  

- you know what to do - ….?) 

But deep down, daily, after who-knows-how long - we know… 

So I don’t think Ordinary Time is about the agenda, really – oh, it is, of course – the agenda of being Christian in 

this extraordinary ordinary time 

But mostly, it’s about the how more than the what -  it’s about the way of doing, more than the doing itself – 
about how…what makes it possible to do what we know we need to do  - 

‘cos we don’t always, do we? We don’t always love..we don’t think we can; we don’t feel strong enough, or 

spiritual enough, or prepared enough.  

Any minister will tell you – the tension between ministering in the church to the church – the credenda, if you like 
- and ministering with the church to the world outside – the agenda.  

Praise God that the openness of Tyndale has made that tension far less acute than it might have been & that 

the Community Ministry has focused us relentlessly on the doing 

Anyway, perhaps for the final time – the how.. 

Paul writes to the church at Corinth – one of the earliest letters we have from the period when Christians began 
to gather to work out what they believed & what they should do 

He writes this:   But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 

That’s the how.. 

What a contrast to the desires of the people of Israel in Samuel’s time  

“we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4.1+-+5.1&version=NRSVA
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That’s not the how  - bear that in mind when you come to consider future ministries – a king over us, to go out 
before us, to fight our battles? To bring us glory & success & make us better or more attractive than all the other 
churches? 

That’s not the how…This is the how:  

treasure in clay jars; afflicted in every way but not crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted but 
not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.  

That’s the how, When you turn from the credenda to the agenda, to the doing, the loving..  

Chances are you’ll be afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, struck down  - chances are in these extraordinary times 
you’ll be expected to go along with the unwelcoming & rejection of strangers and foreigners; the holding on to 

what you’ve got; the going so far and no further;  

And if you let the gospel run free in such a time, chances are you’ll be afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, struck 

down…but not crushed, not driven to despair, not forsaken, not destroyed 

You’ll always carry around in your body – this body (the church is the body of Christ..) - the death of Jesus; so 
that the life of Jesus also may be made visible in our bodies 

That’s the how, my friends…we know what to do in this time as in all times – how? 

 – the death of Jesus; so that the life of Jesus also may be made visible - that’s the how. 

Offering prayer & the grace 
Lord, we come to you; in such a time as this we know what it means to be afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, 

struck down  - as so many do – but thank God…thank God that, as we give of ourselves in these and all our 
gifts, we  are  not afflicted, not perplexed, not forsaken, not struck down  - we are Christ’s, and He is ours – 

thanks be to God, amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, 
evermore, Amen. 

 
'On Eagle's Wings'        written and sung by Fr. Michael Joncas  

Communion 

The table of the Lord is spread, it is for those who will come and see in broken bread and poured out wine – not 
mere symbols, but the very substance of his life shed for us on the Cross and raised again the third day. The 
risen Christ is present among his people and it is here that we meet him. The invitation is for all those who are 

seeking him and who are weary of their sin and doubt to come and share the feast. 

Confession 
Lord our God, we humbly make confession. Here at this table we confess our part in a world that cannot see, 

and does not know how to look, beyond its own pettiness and self-interest. 

We confess the church’s worldliness, often cowed by the pressure to conform, reluctant to let the word of life go 
free in a needy world. 

We confess our own worldliness, that makes us follow the desires of our own hearts before the promptings of 
your spirit. 

Father forgive us and help us once again to hear the Word of Life; to follow when we hear, to respond when we 
see, and to give as we have received – we wait on your word: 

Jesus said to them ‘I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in 
me will never be thirsty’ – thanks be to God, Amen. 

Institution 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you; the Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed took 

bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and said, take, eat, this is my body which is for you, do this in 
remembrance of me. In the same way after supper he took the cup saying this cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this whenever you drink it in memory of me – for whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Thanksgiving 
Lift up your hearts, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6E-Mw1fnzE
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we lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is not only right, it is our duty & our joy at all times & in all places to give you thanks & praise, Holy Father, 
almighty & eternal God, through Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord.. Therefore with angels & archangels & 
with all the company of heaven we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying 

Holy Holy Holy, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

God our Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on all your people, that we may have faith, & upon these gifts of bread 
& wine & this eating & drinking, that this may be for us the mystery of the body and blood of our risen Lord – so 
that we may receive Christ to ourselves once again, for the strengthening of our faith, the assuring of our hope, 
and the deepening of our love. 

 
Responses 

Here is bread 

The foolishness of God in Christ; 

Here is wine 

Weakness stronger than our strength 

Who will eat here? 

We are not wise, powerful or noble but we have been called and we find that we have been chosen 

Who will drink here? 

We may be foolish but we will shame the wise; we may be weak, but we will shame the 

strong, we may be poor in Spirit, but ours is the Kingdom of heaven. 

In the foolishness of God, before the world’s flawed wisdom  

We will eat and drink in faith 

Bread & Wine 

Prayer after communion 

Lord, we have offered our gifts, and seen the sign of your love here; may we see it at work in our world. 

Lord, we have confessed our failure to live as your redeemed people; may we now live for the world’s 

redemption. 

Lord, we have reflected on our own divided selves and the fractures that run through our world; bring a fresh 

vision of wholeness and integrity, beginning in bread and wine. 

Lord, we have recognised that many today struggle to cope with forces beyond our control; turn our devotion 

into prayer and action and lift us up, we pray.  

Lord, we rejoice in the wholeness (integrity) of which this table speaks – in Christ make us whole people.  

'To God be the glory'       Sutton Coldfield Baptist Church  

Benediction 
The blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us and remain with us always, Amen 

 
Thanks to everyone who has made today’s service possible – Ian recording and processing;  Nick & Tina 

printing and posting; Ken & Merry reading; Rachel sorting music and playing – and Mike and Ali playing; The 

Tyndale singers Eileen, Nick and Tina singing; the Stewarding Team preparing, watching over us, and cleaning 

up after – thanks everyone for taking part. 

 

So we continue to seek to do the gospel….to support & pray for one another, ‘til we meet again’..and to love the 

world in Jesus’ name. 

 

Music played by Rachel and Ali 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pk1Wkb5xvQ

